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By BILL SPIEGEL

THREE months ago, Daryl 
Larson had high hopes for 
his winter wheat. A mild, 

damp spring got the crop out 
of dormancy quickly, and the 
fi elds around his McPherson-
area farmstead became lush 
and green. Seldom has a wheat 
crop looked so promising, 
Larson recalls. 

One frozen weekend in April, 
however, changed that. 

Now, Larson’s yield expecta-
tions have plummeted, as have 
those of many other farmers in 
central Kansas. According to 
Kansas State University agron-
omist Jim Shroyer, McPherson 
County is the epicenter of 
damage stemming from sus-
tained cold and snow that oc-
curred the fi rst week of April.  

Last year’s wheat averaged 
about 40 bushels per acre; 
this year, Larson expected a 
much better harvest — until 
the freeze. “I expect this fi eld 
will make 10 to 15 bushels per 
acre,” he says of a fi eld planted 
to the Overley variety, located 
north of McPherson. That’s 
if late-season weather allows 
small wheat plant tillers to fi ll 
with berries and improve yield 
potential.  

Plea for disaster aid
Larson and several other cen-
tral Kansas farmers hosted 1st 
District Rep. Jerry Moran on a 
late-April tour of freeze-dam-
aged wheat. Moran used the 
event to update farmers on the 
progress of disaster assistance 
for agricultural producers. 

“The reality is, it’s been one 
year after another,” he said. 
“This was the year, fi nally, where 
farmers could get healthy. And 
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DISAPPOINTING FIELD: McPherson farmer Daryl Larson says 
a fi eld of Overley had at least 40-bushel-per-acre yield potential 
heading into the Easter weekend freeze; he anticipates it will 
now yield 10 to 15 bushels per acre. Farmers in McPherson 
County were at the “epicenter of freeze damage,” according to Jim 
Shroyer, Kansas State University agronomist.

PREHARVEST CONDITIONS: According to K-State and Kansas 
Agricultural Statistics, Kansas is on tap for a 361 million-bushel 
wheat harvest. The most promising area is the western third, which 
KAS predicts could account for 170 million bushels. 

SOURCE: KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY, KANSAS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS

Anyone’s guess

then came this [freeze]. There 
is a sense of unfairness.”

On May 10, Moran an-
nounced that the House of 
Representatives had passed 
an agricultural disaster as-
sistance package that covers 
crop losses in 2005, 2006 and 
through Feb. 28, 2007. The 
package is a step in the right 
direction, but does not include 
losses from fl ooding in Ottawa 
County; tornadoes and hail in 
Kiowa, Edwards and Stafford 
counties; and freeze damage to 
wheat throughout the state. 

“As this bill makes its way 
through the legislative process, 
I will work to see that more 

losses are covered,” Moran 
said in a statement.

Meanwhile, western 
Kansas farmers are ex-
pecting their best wheat 
harvest in nearly a decade, 
prompting the USDA to 
project an average 2007 
wheat crop. The agency’s 
May 11 crop report predicts 
a Kansas harvest totaling 361 
million bushels — well above 
last year’s 291 million bushels. 

Uncertain harvest
“I’ve never seen so much vari-
ability in the crop, not only 
from county to county, but 
fi eld to fi eld. I think it all comes 
down to variety and planting 
date,” says Aaron Harries, di-
rector of marketing for Kansas 
Wheat. 

“There is a lot of upside po-
tential to this year’s crop.”

■ Read more about the Kansas 
wheat crop on Page 4.
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